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In attendance: Elizabeth, Frank C. Peter (and Mary) B, Karen, Martin, Barbara, Eileen, 

Gina, Frank O' 

1.  Discussion of Golden bill to advance Wabanaki sovereignty. 

Guest Evan Richert presented background on the history of the Indian Land Claims 

settlement of 1980, and how Representative Golden's bill (HR 6707, Advancing Equality 

for Wabanaki Nations Act) addresses some of those issues.  Because of Section 16 of the 

Settlement, Maine tribes have been unable to take advantage of federal laws and 

programs that have benefited other tribes around the country, such as the Indian 

gaming act, the Violence against Women act, and the ability to administer 

environmental laws protecting fisheries and clean water.   

After considerable discussion, the group decided to invite parish members to view the 

movie Dawnland and listen to a panel sponsored by Christ Church in Gardiner; to 

distribute materials provided by Evan (Patterson letter and annotated HR 6707); and 

think further about a possible "coffee and cookies" session in January that would 

provide parishioners with an opportunity to learn about the issues in depth; and to 

consider writing a letter to Senators Collins and King supporting the measure.  This will 

be an agenda item again in November. 

2.  The Faith We Live  

Elizabeth and Frank C reported on the great success of the October 2 session.  The 

prayer session on environmental justice will take place on the evening of October 25th.   

More details will be forthcoming.   

Readers are needed for the October 25 evening service -- if interested, contact Frank 

Cuff at ftcuff59@gmail.com 

The next cycle of Faith We Live activities will begin after January 1. 

3.  New South Parish Congregational Church shelter 

Eileen contacted South Parish Church and discussed their plans.  The shelter operation 

will begin on November 1.  They could use help with volunteers (some to stay overnight) 

and money.    

The group decided that it would be a good idea to have an interfaith meeting of 

churches in the area to hear a presentation from South Parish and organize help.  

Because the holidays are approaching, and people are busy with Thanksgiving baskets 

and Christmas presents, the group felt that such a meeting would be practical to hold in 
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early January.  The first step is to create a contact list and set a time and date.   Martin 

will contact the Maine Council of Churches to see if they have a contact list for churches 

in the area; Barbara will contact Helen at KVO to see if she has a similar contact list;  

Eileen will talk to South Parish about a proposed date for such a meeting, will look on 

google to see if that approach can generate a list. 

4.  Shirley's Barn collection 

Peter B spoke with Shirley.  She has an ample inventory at the moment, but needs help 

finding kitchen appliances -- mixers, crock pots, toasters.  Karen, displaying an intimate 

knowledge of Downton Abbey and Upstairs Downstairs, suggested that we could time 

the event for just after Christmas and call it "Boxing Day."  We could set a collection day 

for people to bring things in to the parish hall -- perhaps the December 31-January 1 

weekend.  

5.  Thanksgiving  baskets 

Gina will talk to Fern about arrangements, with an aim to avoid overbuying.  Frank O will 

speak with the Hallowell Food Bank about needs.  If Fern is in need of volunteers, Frank 

C. has a list of volunteers that could be used to help find people.   

6.  Next meeting 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, November 15, at 7 pm on zoom. 


